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CHAP.

It cannot be doubted that many of the signa-
tories of the petition shared the views of this
opportunist sheikh.

Thus the only result of the Khedive's visit to
Constantinople was to convince him that no
help was to be expected from that quarter. He
went a militant, he returned a sullen and some-
what chastened Anglophobe. I had anticipated
that the result of the visit would be something
of this sort, and, therefore, did nothing to dis-
courage it, although it had been suggested to me
that I ought to do so.

I went to England early in July. When I
returned in October the political barometer gave
unmistakable signs of a coming storm. In every
department of the state friction, in a more or
less acute stage, showed itself between the
Egyptian Ministers and the Anglo - Egyptian
officials. The Egyptians were hostile and obstruc-
tive. The Englishmen resented the opposition
which they had to encounter. Their resentment
was natural, but they scarcely made sufficient
allowance for the difficulties of the situation.

The special form which the opposition nov
assumed rendered it difficult to combat. When
any dear issue arose, my interveation was invited,
and I was generally able to arrive at some fairly
satisfactory solution of the point under discussion,
But it was impossible to interfere in every petty/